The Invitation Is Still Open
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us about a king who prepares a wedding banquet for his son. Everything is ready, but surprisingly, many of those invited refuse to come.
The king says: “Everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” (Matthew 22:4)
Brothers and sisters, this is the story of God’s grace.
God is always inviting us to share in his love, his mercy, and his joy.
The prophet Isaiah describes this heavenly banquet, and the Book of Revelation calls it the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9).
Every time we celebrate the Holy Eucharist, we receive a foretaste of that heavenly banquet. Christ invites us to his table and gives himself to us.
But there is something important: God never forces us to accept his invitation. He wants our love to be freely given.
Some people respond to God when they are young, others in the middle of their lives, and others only near the end. Sadly, some never respond.
I remember something that happened about three years ago.
I was having lunch at a restaurant when I noticed a Hispanic immigrant family: a father, a mother, and a little boy.
I noticed they had purchased only one drink to share among the three of them. I had the impression that they were experiencing financial difficulties.
So I approached them and offered to buy lunch for the entire family.
But the father refused. He seemed almost offended by my offer.
I respected his decision and returned to my table.
A few minutes later, I heard his wife asking him why he had refused my invitation when they really needed something to eat.
That experience stayed with me.
How often does God offer us something beautiful, but our pride prevents us from receiving it?
God offers us forgiveness, peace, healing, and a relationship with him. But sometimes we are too proud, too busy, or too afraid to accept.
God’s grace is freely given. We cannot earn it. But we must open our hearts to receive it and allow it to transform us.
Even the wedding garment mentioned at the end of today’s Gospel reminds us that accepting God’s invitation means allowing his grace to change our lives.
Saint Paul tells us today: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4)
Dear brothers and sisters, God has prepared a place for each of us at his table.
The banquet is ready. The invitation is still open.
The question is not whether God wants us there.
The question is: Are we willing to accept his invitation?
Amen.
